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By Katrina Elsken
Independent Newsmedia

In the fall of 2019, area high school seniors 
started the year with the normal hopes and expec-
tations for their senior year, with the full school 
calendar of sports, club and social activities nor-
mally associated with the final year of high school.

The school year started as expected. Students 
enjoyed the fall semester with Friday night football 
games, other sports, crowning the homecoming 
royalty, band competitions, rodeo, spending time 
with friends and all of the other activities that fill a 
high school senior’s calendar.

In January, those who pay attention to inter-
national news started hearing about an outbreak 
of a new (novel) coronavirus. On Jan. 11, China 
reported the first known death, a 62-year-old man 
in Wuhan.

On Jan. 20, the World Health Organization re-
ported cases outside China. The following day, the 
United State announced the first confirmed case in 
Washington state.

On Jan. 30, WHO declared a global public 
health emergency with more than 9,000 cases 
reported worldwide.

Travel restrictions were put in place. Cruise ship 
passengers found themselves quarantined.

On Feb. 11, WHO officially named the virus 
COVID-19.

As concerns about the spread of the virus grew, 
communities debated the best course of action in 
regard to public events. The traditional handshake 
greeting was discouraged. Increased hand wash-
ing was encouraged.

February fairs and festivals continued as 
planned in South Florida. The Okeechobee Music 
Festival went on as scheduled over the first week-

end in March, with extra hand washing stations 
and health notices.

Stores sold out of hand sanitizer and toilet 
paper.

By the second week in March, Florida commu-
nities made some hard decisions to cancel public 
events, since the virus appeared to spread at mass 
gatherings. The Okeechobee County Fair was can-
celed the day before it was scheduled to open. The 
Okeechobee Youth Livestock Show moved online.

Some schools started spring break a week ear-
ly. Others extended spring break to two weeks.

When they left for spring break, students did 
not know they had left the classrooms for the 
remainder of the school year.

School officials spent the extended spring break 
coming up with plans for “distance learning.” 
Schools provided students with computer tablets. 
Teachers scrambled to put together lessons for 

online classes. Parents found themselves supervis-
ing their children’s lessons.

At first, both the schools and local officials did 
not know how long the “social isolation” period 
would last. They hoped to return to school in 
April, and then in May, and finally declared stu-
dents would not return until the fall semester ... at 
the earliest.

Traditional “senior year” activities such as 
prom, honors awards night and grad night were 
canceled or moved online. The local communi-
ties tried to make things a little more special for 
the graduates by putting up signs and organizing 
“adopt a senior” programs.

With this special keepsake section, the Caloo-
sa Belle and Lake Okeechobee News congratu-
lates the Class of 2020 on a successful completion 
of an unusual and challenging senior year, one 
never to be forgotten.

COVID-19 crisis changed everything for Class of 2020

By Richard Marion
Independent Newsmedia

When Governor Ron DeSantis announced that 
school would be closed until at least March 30 
due to COVID-19, the Florida High School Athletic 
Association (FHSAA) left open the possibility that 
spring sports could continue in May.

“Pending schools are back in session and 
afforded the opportunity to resume activities after 
May 3, by federal, state and local authorities, the 
FHSAA will follow the advice and guidance avail-
able to us at that time regarding the continuance 
of all FHSAA spring sports,” read the statement re-
leased by FHSAA on March 31. “In light of the cur-
rent situation, the FHSAA staff is actively working 
on creative solutions for the continuance of spring 
sports, which could extend through June 30.”

But on April 20, two days after Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis announced that schools would remain closed 
for the 2019-20 academic year, the FHSAA broke 
the bad news about spring sports.

“It is with heavy hearts that the FHSAA has 
decided to cancel all FHSAA affiliated events, 
inclusive of the state series and all championship 
events, for spring sports,” said the FHSAA in a 
press release. “The safety of our student-athletes, 
coaches, officials, and fans is our top priority. With 
the evolving threat of the COVID-19, we must 
ensure that we do not contribute to the spread 
of this illness. We are deeply saddened for our 
student-athletes who have seen their seasons and 
or high school careers end so abruptly.”

The unexpected end of all high school sports 
for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year 
meant the Moore Haven Terrier football program 

would miss out on their spring game.
Besides the obvious financial hit that comes 

from hosting no spring football game, players also 
missed out on some key practicing and condition-
ing that most teams perform around that time of 
year. Moore Haven football coach Brent Burnside 
turned to online workouts to keep his kids active.

“I have found some things that other programs 
are doing online for at home workouts,” explained 
Burnside. “I have taken a lot from the University 
of Central Florida football program and tried to get 
that out to the kids. We are in danger of losing our 
strength and conditioning over the summer and 
we are wading into uncharted territory.”

Burnside was prepared to work around not 
having a spring game, but the uncertainty on 
exactly when things could return to normal makes 
things difficult.

“Many fear that if we start up on time that the 
injury rate will be high with contact sports be-
cause the kids just wont be prepared,” continued 
Burnside. “I am originally from Missouri where we 
did not have spring football and I have a plan if we 
don’t get much of the summer and start on time. 
It’s hard to plan for anything because there is so 
much uncertainty as far as a green light.”

Clewiston coaches also utilized the internet to 
keep their athletes active during lockdown.

Tiger boys basketball coach Bryan Pep issued a 
push-up challenge to help kids stay healthy, while 
Lady Tiger basketball coach Nicole Pope issued 
a squat challenge. But coaches published video 
of themselves doing the challenge to encourage 
others.

Athletes try to stay active amid COVID-19 pandemic

Lake Okeechobee News/Richard Marion
Moore Haven senior Leonard Sampson Jr. helped lead the Terriers to a comeback win over 
Okeechobee on Sept. 20.

Lake Okeechobee News/Richard Marion
Clewiston senior Jaivus Chavers is pictured here on the Tigers’ homecoming night.
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Keep

persevering

and working

for your

dreams! 

Table Cover 6ft. 4-sided (full back)

(Logo/ Important Info Area)

PLEASE DELETE THIS LAYER BEFORE SAVING

The future belongs to those who 
believe in the beauty of their dreams.

The 2020 Clewiston High School Graduates!

Jason Alvarado Alfred Aviles Jr Shana Balentine Youngsta Banks Shayna Barnes Dalnesha Barr

Ashley Acevedo Ma Kiya Adderley Shakaila Albert Dakota Ali Kylee Allred Brenda Alvarado

Charnell Broughton Jahara Bustamante Jose Carbajal Deyla Cardenas Litzy Cardenas Crystal Carmona

Haile Barraza Willie Barrera Carlee Billie Evelyn Bonnilla Tierra Bradford Alexander Brador

Keshawn Charlot Elizabeth Chavero Jaivus Chavers Analisa Cisneros Alexis Claro Priscila Contreras

Michael Crum Denilson Cruz Flor Cruz-Salmeron
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Hailey Etzweiler Troy Evans Mark Faulk

Aldo Depaz Freddi Desantiago Jamesha Donjoie

Taylor Durance Mar Lashawndra 
Ellison

Eliana Escobar

Samoria Curry Thomas Darden Annabella  
Delafuente

Aldaeija Favors John Flores Sy Mya Footman Jesus Frenes Juan Galvan Jr Andrea Garcia

Congratulations 
Area Graduates!

Class of 2020! We are proud 
of you and look forward to 

seeing all the places you’ll go!

1682 Indian Hills Dr, Moore Haven, FL 33471
www.thegladesresort.com

Dariel Gil Kir Shon Gilkes Brelinda GomezEddie Garcia Jazmin Garcia Miranda Giddens

Maria Goodman Kenia Granados Luz Guevara

Mathew Hatton Adalmarie Hernandez Desiree Hernandez

Jennah Hernandez Matthew Hernandez

Tiera Hughes
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Love
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Fottow your dreams 
but remember 

your roots
Congratulations,
Jennah Raquel
Hernandez
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Giovanni Reyes Jennifer  
Reynoso-Hernandez

Courtnei Richards Gabriel Rico Jaden Robinson Anthony Rodriguez

Layton Price Daniella Pupo Bryanna Rainey Wisam Ramadan Perla Ramirez Isabel Raya

Denia Rodriguez Celia Romero Cristain Romero Gilbert Romero Mideyli Romero-Ruiz Ethelinda Rudd

Tritian Ruiz Betty Sanchez Austin Sandoval Matheus Santos Brandon Shamsundar Morgan Sherman

Chasity Spooner Joshua Stephens Jordan Sweet Kylie Tarter Chamorian Thicklin Jaylin Thicklin

Octavious Sider Daniela Sierra Amorea Singleton Daniel Smith Luke Smith Kelvin Socorro

Emily Vasquez Eric Vega Norma Velazquez Luis Ventura Angel Vera Cesar Vera

Alexiy Thompson Janetriunna Thompson Nelkis Treto Tekyla Turner Maritza Valadez Christopher Vanegas
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Cloe White Harlee Whitehead Justin Whitehead Jamil Williams Olivia Williams Aylin Xenes

Juan Vera Carlos Villalobos Carlos Villanueva Karlie Villatoro Emily Warner Candido Washington III

The 2020 Clewiston Christian 
 School Graduates!

Taylor Bain Camden Dobrie Jazmine Escorcia Kaleb Hyslope Nathan Johnson

Rachel Kurtz Anthony Perez Sofia Pridgen Nicole Roth Madisyn Thomley

Katherine Acosta
Darquan Balkcom

Jackson Belcher
Owen Blount

Alexander Borelli
Derrick Bryant
Zachary Bryant

Warnshara Butts
Yolanda Cruz

Mikiyela Cypress
Jasmine Delgado
Jesus Desantiago

Alain Diaz
Lillianna Dunivent

Caleb Dyer
John Robert Eaton

Isabell Espinoza
Yvette  

Estrada-Sanchez

Justin Cade Gibson
Moises Gonzalez

Solmari Gonzalez
Cameron Gurley

Orion Haneboutta
Quanteeor Harris
Issac Hernandez
Alaysha Johnson

Davarious Johnson

Bruce Jones
Tash-Sho-Tah Jumper

Hector Madrigal
Reyna Mendez

Kalina Mesa
Damian Miranda

Marshanti  
Montegomery
Pedro Morales
Fitzroy Nelson

Israel Pagan Jr
Juana Paniagua

Raishad Pearson
Alexis Perez
Diego Perez

Roberto Perez
Miguel Renteria

Cecilia Rico
Dulce Ruiz

Albert Salgado
Stephanie Salto

Antavious Smith
Jamari Thicklin
Alberto Trevino

Candiya Washington
Jerome Williams

Jah’iree Wilson
Jose Yanes

THE STUDENTS LISTED BELOW HAD NO PHOTO AVAILABLE.

VISION STATEMENT:  
Engaging the mind, nurturing the spirit, transforming the world for the 
glory of God.  

MISSION STATEMENT:  
Clewiston Christian School exists to assist the home and church in 
their endeavor to “train up a child in the way he should go.” -Proverbs 
22:6 Its mission is to educate future Christian leaders who will seek to 
impact their world for Jesus Christ through academic excellence and 
spiritual vitality.  

For in the gospel righteousness of God is revealed---a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will 
live by faith.”

Romans 1:17

TECNAVIA
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The 2020 LaBelle High School Graduates!

By Mikey A. Foster 
Former Principle at LaBelle High School

Congratulations to you, the graduating Class of 
2020. Please spare me a few moments before you 
take that very special walk across the stage in front 
of you.

The walk you are about to take actually began 
with a walk quite a few years ago. Maybe your 
mother or your father held your tiny hand as you 
walked into that very first classroom and you 
started school for the very first day. Did you see her 
tears as your mother let go of your hand and left 
you behind to the care of your teacher? The walk 
had begun but there were many milestones to 
pass before today. Those first few years in ele-
mentary school are now most likely covered with 
cobwebs in your memory. Maybe you remember 
when you completed 5th grade and were ready to 
enter a new school with a new name…the middle 
school. Your first year in middle school you were 
the smallest and the youngest and the high school 
was a long way away, but you kept steady with 
your steps as you walked on towards high school. 
Your 6thgrade year faded away, your 7th grade year 
is but a distant memory, and your 8th grade year, 
well, you were just waiting for that first walk in the 
hallways of the high school.

To some of you it may seem like a long time 
ago, to others of you it may not seem so long ago, 
but now you can feel the excitement of what your 
goal was so many years ago even when maybe 
you did not even have a goal. There is an old song 
that has a lyric, you may know the song, “a dragon 
lives forever, but not so little boys and girls”. 

Somewhere along the walk you put away the toys 
of your childhood that so held your interest just a 
short time ago. You are growing older, your inter-
ests are changing. There is another lyric that you 
probably do not know, “it is just a box of rain or a 
ribbon for your hair, such a long long time to be 
gone, a short time to be there”. What is a box of 
rain? What is this place that we call school? What 
has it done for you? Why did you give it twelve or 
so years of your life? What seemed such a long 
time, even four years ago as you walked the halls 
of the high school for the very first time, now as 
you are about to graduate, seems as if only a short 
while.

It is but a short walk across the stage but this 
walk signifies the end of that walk you took into 
your very first classroom. As you cross the stage to 
receive your diploma and have that ribbon for your 
hair placed on the other side you are walking into 
the future, but it is a new walk. And, please let me 
tell you, you hold the course of your future. It will 
be your steps that determine where you go. The 
choices are endless. As you go into your future you 
will make some mistakes, learn from them. You 
will also make some good decisions, learn from 
them also. Do not ever forget to show love to your 
parents, they gave you life itself. Keep your faith. 
May all of your dreams come true, now, go from 
here and do wonderful things.

The Walk across the stage in front of you!

Submitted photo:  
Some of the Class of 2020 before the pandemic struck. 

Genaro Alanis Cristian Aleman Karina 
 Aleman-Popoca

Kate Almanza Mariana Alvarado Mario Alvarado

Ranaja Adams Julio Aguilar Stephany Aguilar Eduardo Aguirre Katherine  
Aguirre-Gallardo

Jaidon Austin 
Aispuro

Karla Amaya Tiana Anderson Mary Cruz Angel Agustin Antunez Leanne Armour Kalynda Bailey

737 S. Bridge St. • LaBelle
863-675-1032  

Open: Monday - Friday 
8am to 5:30pm
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Kimberly Bamaca Jade Banky Diana Marie Batista Sydney Battams Eric Bedolla Austin Shane Bell

Ty Robert Bottoms

Jadon Brown Megan Sofia Brown Trace Burchard Armando Cabrera

Daniel Carlos Brianna Carnevalino Daisy Casiano Flora Arely Casiano

Jose Ramon Casiano Abigail Casillas

Ivanaeja Iveisha Bell Oswaldo Beltran Luis Omar Berrios Devontay Blair Ethan Blanset

Stephane Calzada Nayleah Cantu

Freddy  Cardenas Maria  
Cardoza Estupinan

Hector Castaldi Sharieska Castellanos Nadia Castillo Jonathan Castro

Special to the Caloosa Belle
LABELLE - LaBelle High School(LHS) was 

pleased to announce this year’s Class of 2020 
Valedictorian, Sarah Sodrel, and Salutatorian, 
Sadie Gaskins. Top 5 Honor graduates also include 
Yuliances Fernandez, Abel Cornejo-Jaramillo, and 
Marisabel Ortiz. 

Sarah Sodrel, Valedictorian is ranked num-
ber 1 of 348 students and has a weighted GPA of 
5.12. She has completed 111 community service 
hours. 

As a member of the LHS Varsity volleyball team 
for four years, Sarah served as the Captain for 
three years. She tied the school record for number 
of assists (40) in a single game in her sophomore 
year and broke the school record this year with 
42 assists. Her additional leadership experiences 
include graduating from the Hendry/Glades Youth 
Leadership Program and holding the position 
of President for the United States Youth Team 
Penning Association. She is a multiple-time world 
champion in team penning and ranch sorting. 
Sarah is currently attending Florida Gulf Coast 
University as part of the Accelerated Collegiate 
Experience (ACE) for high school students, where 
she is on track to graduate from the program. 
Her plans are to continue at FGCU, where she 
will start the fall semester as a junior in the FGCU 
Honors program majoring in Business Manage-
ment. She has also been hired by FGCU to work 
as a mentor for future students attending the ACE 
program. Sarah is an active member of the First 
Christian Church and volunteers with 
their meal program called the 
Disciples’ Diner. She would like to 
acknowledge that without God and 
the support of her family and 
friends - none of her accom-
plishments would 

have 
been 
possible. 
Sarah’s par-
ents are Noah 

and Tammy Sodrel.
Sadie Gaskins, Salutatorian is ranked num-

ber 2 of 348 students and has a weighted GPA of 
4.79. She has completed 140 community service 
hours. 

Sadie has been a member of the LHS Cow-
boy Marching Band for four years. She has held 
the leadership positions of: Drum Major (2019-
2020), Band Captain and Woodwind Captain 
(2018-2019), and Alto Saxophone Section Leader 
(2017-2018). Sadie received a Superior rating for 
alto saxophone solo at the Solo and Ensemble 
Music Festival in 2017 and a Superior rating for 
saxophone quartet in 2020. She has participated 
in several honor bands including the Heartland 
Honor Band (2017 through 2020), Nine Star Hon-
or Band (2017), UCF Rising Knights Honor Band 
(2019), and UM Frost Honor Band (2020). Sadie 
participated on the LHS Varsity Cross Country 
team for three years and the Varsity Track and 
Field team for four years. She held the position of 
Captain of the Varsity Girls’ Cross Country Team, 
2019 season and Captain of Varsity Girls’ Track and 
Field, 2020 season. In addition to her musical and 
athletic abilities, Sadie has been a barrel racer for 
nine years. She is a NBHA (National Barrel Horse 
Association) World Championships qualifier for 
the years of 2015 through 2020. Sadie is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and has taken 
several college courses at Florida SouthWestern 
State College. She will attend Harding University 
in Searcy, Arkansas on a full tuition scholarship 
majoring in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. 
Sadie’s parents are Tom Gaskins, III and Jennifer 
Gaskins.

Yuliances Fernandez is a Top 5 Honor gradu-
ate with a weighted GPA of 4.784. She has 

completed 91.25 community service 
hours. Yuli is the Class of 2020 Se-

nior Vice-President and a member 
of the National Honor Society. 

She has provided math tutoring at 
LHS for 2 years. Special recognitions awarded 

to Yuli are the Hendry County Sunshine State 
Scholar for 2019, and the Frederick Douglass and 
Susan B. Anthony Award. Yuli will be attending 
the University of Florida majoring in Microbiology 
and Cell Sciences. Yuli’s parents are Yael and Julio 
Fernandez.

Abel Cornejo-Jaramillo is a Top 5 honor 

graduate with a weighted GPA of 4.780. He has 
completed 61 community service hours. Abel is 
a dual enrolled student at Florida SouthWestern 
State College and will obtain his AA degree by 
the summer. He has participated in the Power-
lifting Club (Freshman Year), Robotics Club at 
FSW (Junior Year), and the Biodiversity Club at 
FSW (Junior Year). As part of the Robotics Club, 
he held the leadership position of President. He 
will continue his education at Florida Gulf Coast 
University and major in Biology. Abel’s parent is 
Maria Jaramillo.

Marisabel Ortiz is a Top 5 honor graduate 
with a weighted GPA of 4.77. She has completed 
76 community service hours. Marisabel participat-
ed in Soccer, Cross Country, and Track and Field. 

She is a member of Mu Alpha Theta, Key Club, 
and the Joy Mind Union Club- which she is the 
co-president of. Marisabel is the originator of the 
Joy Mind Union Club which focuses on normal-
izing talking about mental health and spreading 
positivity in the community. Other recognitions 
include A Honor Roll (2016-2017), AB Honor Roll 
(2017-2018), American Legion Auxiliary Girls State 
Participant (2019), and AP Scholar. Along with her 
high school diploma, Marisabel will receive her AA 
degree from Florida SouthWestern State College. 
She will continue her education at the University 
of South Florida and major in Biology. Marisabel’s 
parents are Edith and Ramiro Ortiz.

LHS Class of 2020 top five Honor Graduates

Submitted photo
From left to right -Sarah Sodrel, Sadie Gaskins, Yuliances Fernandez, Abel Cornejo-Jaramil-
lo and Marisabel Ortiz. 
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Alex Ian Chairez Blake Chance Cutter Cochran Madelynn Coker

Lillian Collier

Maria Coto Mykala Cox Erik Cruz Joselyn Cruz Angelica Rose 
Cruz-Morales

Carlos Cruz-Pacheco

Damien Rico Deleon Leighann Deleon Raymond  
Delgado-Zamora

Vanessa Deras

Dylan Eppers Nayeli Erreguin Nancy Escalante

Brianna Escobedo Juliana Escobedo Miguel Escobedo

Michel Ceballo Yasmin Ceballo

Anna Pearl Cook Abel Bernardo 
Cornejo-Jaramillo

Janely Corona Jorge Coronilla Nicole Cortez

Tyler Andrew Curl Jaheim Davis K J Davis Mason Clifton Davis Israel Delacruz Hunter Delashmit

Miguel Angel Diaz Lesly Alina  
Dominguez-Giron

Kayla Drummond Nathalie Duardo Maria Duran

Paulina Escobedo Ismael Espinoza Jonatan Espinoza

Nancy Espinoza Avelardo Esquivel Jacob Farewell Yulianices Fernandez Victoria Finch Jesus Francisco
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Congratulations

Diana Batista we’re proud of your achievement!

From all of us at

Phone (239) 657.3614 • Fax (239) 657.6468 • 711 West Main St., Immokalee Florida 34142• Se habla Espanol

Octaviano Hernandez Roberto Hernandez Yanira Hernandez Brisa Herrera Keila Marie Herrera

Jaiden Hinman

Jacqueline Leon

Karem Lizeth Juarez

Sandra Juarez Joy Kathryn Kaidor Nikola Kavaric Josilyn Kramer Arlette Lazalde

Nayeli Hernandez

Jackson Hogan Kurt Tyler Holt Chloe Alaine Horton Craig Huckabee Rogelio Ibarra

Kamia Jackson Alicia Jimenez Bryan Jimenez Jose Jimenez Daniela Juares

TECNAVIA
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Congratulations to 
Taylor Sanchez 

and the 
Class of 2020

H.L. Bennett & Associates, Inc.
CIVIL ENGINEERING

LAND SURVEYING • CONSTRUCTION

863•675•8882

Neal Livingston Loirel  
Lopez-Martinez

Meliton   
Loredo-Marquez

David Lucas-Garcia Christian Luna

Myra Madrid

Isyss Maldonado Katelyn Mann Emily Marquez Hector Marquez Zane Marroquin

Taylor Lynn

Kimberly Maciel Alea Madrid Genesis Madrid Juan Isaac Madrid

Amelia Martinez

Giovanni Martinez Macy Martinez Marleni Martinez Nayeli Mata

Armando Madrid

Anette MedranoLogan Mathis

Anamaria Mendoza Eduardo Mendoza Solon Crews Mills Osca  Mondragon

Erik Moreno Ezequiel Moreno

Marco Monroy Mikayla Moon

Karla Morales Maria Morales 
Campos

Francy Paola  
Morell-Marrero

Alexis Moreno

Regina Moreno Kimberly Morris Sofia Lorin Morris

Paul Morrison Jacob Edward Mott Camryn Nash
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Congratulations 

Class of 2020! 

Compliments of 

Family Eye 
Care 

100 N Main Street   

LaBelle Florida   
(863) 675-0761 

 

www.familyeyecarelabelle.com 

 

 

 

Insert picture  

of Sarah Sodrel 

Randall T. Parrish, Jr., O.D.   

L. Lamar Youmans, O.D. 

Jordan M. Parrish, O.D. 

Tom Parrish, Licensed 
Optician  & Staff 

Marisol Noguez Samantha Ochoa Lauren O’donnell

Michael Ordonez Luis Orduna-Casiano

Miranda Nelson Tyler Dan Nisbet Kristina Noguez

Ivy Sky Padgett Neitali Padilla Gavin Parrish

Marisabel Ortiz Precious Ortiz Anthony L Ozuna Erica Pacheco

Katie Pacheco Odalis Pacheco Jim Penate-Martinez

Anthony Pequeno Saidyjo Perales Andrew Jacob Perez Celeste Perez Jimmy Perez Luis Enrique Perez

Veronica Perez Gelasio Polanco Alyssa Noelle Pringle

Emilis Puerto Isabel Marie Puente Anay Quesada

Luis Ramirez-Mejia Villagomez Ramirez Natalia Ramos

John Keating Quinn Albert Ramirez Yesenia Ramirez
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Kiwanis
It Was Just A Moment Ago
It was just a moment ago when your life first began.
It was just a moment ago when you took you first step, spoke your first word.
It was just a moment ago when you were playing on the playground with your friends. 
It was just a moment ago when you made your first friend.
It was just a moment ago when first grade seemed to never end.
It was just a moment ago when adolescence seemed to win.
It was just a moment ago when high school began.
It all seemed to happen just a moment ago and now this chapter too must end.

The Kiwanis Club of Labelle would like to take a moment and Congratulate The Class 
of 2020 and say “Job Well Done”. We wish you all the best as you step into the next 
chapter of life. May you find strength in every new challenge and the courage to face 
them each day.

Your Kiwanis Family
Mary Pringle, President
Rev. Alonzo McKenzie, President Elect
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UNSTOPPABLE
UNBREAKABLE
UNDEFINABLE

Cheila Trejo Trejo Jocelyn Trejo Jose Alfredo Trejo Olvera Griselda Trejo Jeriel Trevino Betsabe Vasquez

Noe i Vasquez George Velasco

Dillon Cole White Matthew Whited Austin Wilcox James Wingard Aolani Ray-Lann 
Yates

Juana 
Velasquez Chavez

Amanda Velis Celenia Fenix  
Villanueva-Antune

Boe Harold Walker

Jordan Eric Walker

Richard York Yahaira  Ana Zuniga Serafin Zuniga
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Seniors, parents to have input 
into what ceremony will look 
like

By Chris Felker
Independent Newsmedia

MOORE HAVEN — The 65 seniors of the Class 
of 2020 at Moore Haven Middle-High School, along 
with Glades County School District officials, opted 
to wait rather than rush to a drive-thru or virtual 
graduation as other districts have done.

Moore Haven Middle-High Principal Janice Fos-
ter said they originally had a “Plan A” for a drive-by 
commencement exercise to replace the usual grad-
uation ceremony, but one parent objected. The 
traditional ceremony would have been impossible 
given the size of the campus and necessary physi-
cal distance guidelines imposed by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

That single parent “wanted to postpone it and 
wanted the seniors to be able to have a say in what 
was going to happen,” she said.

“And I’m like, ‘Well, CDC guidelines tell us how 
we’re going to have to have graduation.’ So that’s 
why we’re postponing making plans until we see 
what the CDC guidelines are,” in hopes they might 
be adjusted sometime this month in view of many 
districts nationwide wanting to give their grads the 
traditional commencement with all the trappings.

Ms. Foster says students have adjusted pretty 
well to the necessity to move classes into an online 
learning mode for the rest of the spring semester 
after schools were closed in March. And Glades 
Middle-Senior High School will have a graduation 
rate of 100% of its seniors this year.

Most seniors’ opinion ruled
The principal explained that it was decided after 

polling the seniors to postpone graduation until Fri-
day, June 26, as a majority wanted.

“Of course, this is an unfortunate situation that 
the Class of 2020 has had to go through. You know, 
they’ve been trying to be real good about stuff … 
the parents still really want to have a traditional 
graduation,” she said.

However, “We don’t know how much of a tra-
ditional graduation we can give them, staying in 
line with the CDC guidelines, so that’s why we are 
trying to give them some time to determine really 
where we can go and what we can do for a gradu-
ation,” Ms. Foster explained.

As a result, “we are scheduling to have a meet-
ing sometime during the week of June 15 with 
some seniors to determine what graduation will 
look like on June 26,” she said.

Some rituals already have taken place, weeks 
ago.

“Cap and gown distribution was May 22,” Ms. 
Foster said. “We did a drive-thru to give them their 
cap and gowns. We also gave them each a Chrome-
Book as a graduation gift along with the cap and 
gown. One of the organizations bought some mag-
netic signs with their name and picture on it to put 
on their car. That was given to them that day also, 
to try to make it special as much as we could.

“The district bought the ChromeBooks. And 
then, one organization bought them a T-shirt. There 
was a whole package of stuff in their bag that they 
received,” she added.

Asked about how she thought the senior class 
did considering all the distractions they’ve been 
through this year, Ms. Foster found a blessing in 
disguise:

“I think it’s probably made them the mature, 
with how situations are out of our control, and 
sometimes we have to deal with what we’re hand-
ed and alter our plans even though it wasn’t the 
Plan A that we had in mind. We have to come up 
with something different.

“I think they’ve handled it really well. There 
are still, of course, mixed feelings amongst the 
students. You know, dome of them wanted to go 
ahead and graduate and get it over with, and others 
wanted to wait to have a more traditional gradua-
tion. So we are trying to go by the majority, who 
wanted to wait.

“And that way we can keep in mind what they 
would really like for us to do. And I think they really 
appreciate it.”

The principal said she asked the seniors to be 
thinking of some ideas and to bring them forward 
when they meet with school and district officials 
next week — which she thought probably might 
happen virtually, through Zoom or some other 
communications software.

“So we’re just doing like everybody else, trying 
to stay safe and give our seniors as much of a tra-
ditional graduation as we can, abiding by the CDC 
guidelines,” Ms. Foster stated. “But no matter what 
kind we have, we are going to record it and lives-
tream it.”

MHMHS 2020 honors students
According to MHMHS Guidance Counselor Ang-

ie Hough, the following youths qualified as honors 
students and received their honor cords along with 
their caps and gowns:

• Horacio Pereira – Valedictorian; Honors GPA – 
4.48; Dual Enrollment Credit Hours: 30.

• Kiyah Coco – Salutatorian; Honors GPA – 4.34; 
Graduated June 5 with Associate of Arts Degree 
from Florida SouthWestern State College; Commu-
nity Service Hours: 436.

• Sheldon Garcia, Honors GPA – 3.89.
• Tracie Branch, Honors GPA – 3.73.
• Makayla Strenth, Honors GPA – 3.71.
• Zedric Redd, Honors GPA – 3.65.
• Madison Corwin, Honors GPA – 3.65.
• Raul Ortiz, Honors GPA – 3.64.
• Joe Perry, Honors GPA – 3.62.
• Zahn Cunningham; Honors GPA – 3.60.
• Kaleigh Williams, Honors GPA – 3.60.
• Olivia Cook, Honors GPA – 3.58.
• A’trelle Thomas, Honors GPA – 3.57.
• Rayne Schmidt, Honors GPA – 3.56.

June 17 and 18, 2020	 Independent Newsmedia j Class of 2020 Graduation Keepsake	 17

Congratulations

Past 
� ank you for your lessons

Future
I am ready

God
You have plans for me, plans to 
prosper me and give me HOPE 

and a FUTURE
Jeremiah 29:11

2020 Moore Haven High School Graduates!

MHMHS to graduate full class of 65 on June 26

Special to the Independent Newsmedia/MHMHS
MOORE HAVEN — Mary Brewer prepares to take the handoff of her bag. All of the gradu-
ates-to-be got a number of various presents from local institutions as well as a ChromeBook 
from the Glades County School District.

Special to the Independent Newsmedia/MHMHS
MOORE HAVEN — Zedric Redd receives his graduation gift bag on May 22 during a drive-th-
ru at Moore Haven Middle High School.

Robert Agosto Kirya Aguirre Angelica Town

Juan Barahone Alyson Barnhill Jarret Bert

Brianna Bowers Antonia Braham Tracie Branch
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Honoring Our
Graduates

The Hendry County 
Board of County 
Commissioners would 
like to extend their 
sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to the 
Class of 2020. 
As you celebrate this 
milestone achievement, 
please know you have 
made your community 
and your loved ones 
proud!

Mary Brewer Colton Brown Ja Evion Carey

Tyeveshia Cox Zahn Cunningham Lucy Cypress

Anthony Davis Christopher Eaton Jullio Escobar

Isaac Harper Robert Harris Kerri Hines

Jada Jenkins Javon Jones Herschel Lewis

Marissa Carmen Davin Carrillo Kiyah Coco

Olivia Cook Madison Corwin Samuel Daniel Cox

Rosas Flor Maria Galvin Sheldon Garcia

Alyssa Gonzales John Gore Kelton Hallback

Raul Ortiz Horacio Pereira David Perry

Kimberly Mitchell Makayla Moise Zion Moore

Cristobal Morales Evan Navarro Hermelindo Neri
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Congrats to the Class of 2020!
From

PETE HEDRICK HENDRY SHERIFF
OVER 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
CURRENTLY WATCH COMMANDER & CAPTAIN
PRIOR COMMANDER OF THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION
(NARCOTICS, GANGS, FIELD SUPPORT, INTELLIGENCE, INTERDICTION,
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND FBI VIOLENT CRIMES TASK FORCE)
17 YEARS OF NARCOTICS EXPERIENCE (UNIFORMED DEPUTY, 
UNDERCOVER DETECTIVE, K-9, COMMANDER OF THE SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION AND COMMANDER OF THE HIGHWAY & 
PARCEL INTERDICTION UNIT)
FLORIDA NARCOTICS OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION REGIONAL OFFICER OF 
THE YEAR
FLORIDA NARCOTICS OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION REGIONAL UNIT OF THE 
YEAR (TEAM LEADER)
16 YEARS OF SWAT EXPERIENCE (8 YEARS AS TEAM LEADER)
16 YEARS AS A K-9 HANDLER
FOUNDER & COMMANDER OF THE HIGHWAY & PARCEL INTERDICTION 
UNIT
2600+ HOURS OF SPECIALIZED TRAINING 
$10 MILLION SEIZED IN DRUGS, MONEY & ASSETS 
CERTIFIED IN CORRECTIONS & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR 
AND FIELD TRAINING OFFICER 
INSTRUCTOR AT THE SW 
FLORIDA PUBLIC SAFETY 
ACADEMY
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

www.HedrickforHendry.comFacebook.com/PeteHedrickforHendry
Paid Political Announcement Paid for and Approved by Pete Hendrick, Republican for Hendry County Sheriff

http://www.HedrickforHendry.comFacebook.com/PeteHedrickforHendry
TECNAVIA
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Dakota Ali - CHS, FSW AA

Jonas Ilagan - CHS Miranda Giddens - Valedictorian CHS

Jacob Glass - Greenwood HS, KY

Karlie Villatoro - CHS

Jada Pope - CHS

Solmari Gonzalez - CHS Tamya Humphrey - Glades Central

Congratulates all of the 2020 High School 
Graduates of our Employees’ Families!
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